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Course Aims and Overview


Although something of an ‘absent presence' in both classical and contemporary sociology, in recent years there has been a growing recognition of the importance of "the body" in society.  Interest in the body as a specific area of study has been fostered by social and academic challenges from the Foucauldian legacy, feminist thought, demographic shifts and the `greying' of Western populations, the rise of consumer culture and high technology, and the increasing degree of uncertainty which appears to characterize the contemporary relationship to, and understanding of, the body in postmodern life.


The aim of this course will be to introduce students to social theories and approaches to the body through the work of foundational theorists such as Foucault, the Turners (Bryan and Terence), Butler, Bourdieu, Lock, Young, Connell and Davis. An examination of diverse case studies will allow us to explore the links between specific theories of the body and the processes and experiences of "embodiment" in everyday life. Seminar discussion will focus around the core themes of subjectivity and identity, domination and resistance, and ways of imaging and imagining the body in both historical and contemporary contexts.

Required Readings
Weekly readings will be made available in the course file outside my office door (RB 3018) for students to photocopy. Assigned readings from the journals Body & Society,  Health, American Ethnologist and Medical Anthropology Quarterly can be downloaded directly from the E-journals section of the LU library site. 
.

Evaluation
Evaluation will be based on a combination of written work and seminar participation.  Students will be expected to attend class weekly and contribute to the seminar through active discussion of course material and occasional summary presentations as assigned.  Each student will prepare and present a brief summary position statement (2-3 pages) for the roundtable discussion in our final class.

Additional written assignments will include a brief review (7-8 pages) comparing two case studies on the body and one major research paper (14-15 pages). The choice of case study articles and research paper topics will be determined in consultation with the instructor. Detailed evaluation guidelines will be handed out and discussed in the second week of class.
Weekly class participation
25%

Case study review (due February 26, in class)
25%
Roundtable presentation and  written summary (April 2)                                            10%
Major research paper (due April 9, by 12 noon)
40%

Weekly Reading Schedule
Jan. 8 - Introduction and overview
Jan. 15 –  Bodies in a Social Landscape
Readings: Turner, B (1996) “Introduction to the First Edition. Body Paradoxes.” In B. Turner The Body & Society. 2nd ed.  London: Sage, pp. 37-43; Turner, T. (1980) "The Social Skin." In J. Cherfas and R. Lewin, eds. Not Work Alone. Beverly Hills: Sage, pp. 112-140; and Morgan, D. and S. Scott (1993) "Bodies in a Social Landscape.” In S. Scott and D. Morgan, eds. Body Matters. Essays on the Sociology of the Body. London: The Falmer Press, pp. 1-21.
Film: Bodystyles
Jan. 22 – Bringing the Body into Social Theory
Readings: Lock, M. (1993) “Cultivating the Body: Anthropology and Epistemologies of Bodily Practice and Knowledge.” Annual Review of Anthropology 22:133-155; Howson, Alexandra (2004) “The Civilized Body.” In A. Howson The Body in Society. An Introduction. Cambridge: Polity, pp. 67-92; and Davis, Kathy (1997) “Embody-ing Theory: Beyond Modernist and Postmodernist Readings of the Body.” In Davis, K., ed. Embodied Practices: Feminist Perspectives on the Body. London: Sage, 1-26.

Jan. 29 – Body, subjectivity and domination - constituting gender
Readings: Young, I. (1990) “Throwing Like a Girl.” In I. Young, Throwing Like a Girl. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 141-159; Connell, R. (2005) “Men’s Bodies.” In R. Connell, Masculinities. 2nd ed.. Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 45-66; and Cavanagh and Sykes (2006), “Transsexual Bodies at the Olympics: the International Olympic Committee’s Policy on Transsexual Athletes at the 2004 Athens Summer Games, Body & Society 12(3):75-102
Feb. 5 – Body, subjectivity and domination - constituting racialized bodies
Readings: Schiebinger, L. (1993) “Theories of Race and Gender.” In L. Schiebinger, Nature’s Body: Boston: Beacon Press, pp. 143-183; Epstein, Steven (2004) “Bodily Differences and Collective Identities: The Politics of Gender and Race in Biomedical Research in the United States.” Body & Society 10(2/3):183-203; and Nayak, A. (1997) “Frozen Bodies: Dislosing ‘Whiteness’ in Hagen Das Advertising.” Body & Society 2(1):45-64.
Feb. 12 – Body, subjectivity and domination - constituting classed bodies
Readings: Wacquant, L.J. (1994) "Pugs at Work: Bodily Capital and Bodily Labour Among Professional Boxers." Body & Society 1(1):65-94; Nettleton, S. and M. Hardey (2006) “Running Away with Health: The Urban Marathon and the Construction of Charitable Bodies” Health 10(4):441-460; and Shilling, Chris (2004) “The Body and Physical Capital.” In C. Shilling, The Body & Social Theory. 2nd ed. London: Sage, pp. 111-130.
.Feb. 19 – Reading week – no class
Feb. 26 – The Body in Everyday Life
Readings: Wakewich, P. (2000) “‘Contours of Everyday Life:’ Women's Reflections on Embodiment and Health Over Time.” In B. Miedema, J. Stoppard and V. Anderson, eds. Women’s Bodies/Women’s Lives: Health, Well-Being and Body Image, Toronto: Sumach Press, pp 237-253; and Lupton, Deborah (1998) “Going with the Flow: Some Central Discourses in Conceptualizing and Articulating the Embodiment of Emotional States.” In S. Nettleton and J. Watson, eds. The Body in Everyday Life.  London: Routledge, pp. 82-99

Case Study Review due in class

Mar. 5 –  Regulating and Representing the Body in Wartime
Readings: Wakewich, P. and H. Smith (2007) “Regulating Body Boundaries and Health During Wartime: Nationalist Discourse, Media Representations and the Experiences of Canadian Women War Workers” (in progress);  Peniston-Bird, Corinna, (2003) “Classifying the Body in the Second World War: British Men in and Out of Uniform.” Body & Society 9(4):31-48; and Gray, C. (2003) “Posthuman Soldiers in Postmodern War.” Body & Society 9(4):215-226

Mar. 12 – Guest Lecture, “The Three Bodies Metaphor: Applications for
Examining the Sociality of Child and Youth Mental Ill-health in
Ontario" Ben Stride-Darnley, PhD Candidate, Anthropology, McMaster University
Readings: Lock and Scheper-Hughes (1987) "The Mindful Body: A Prolegomenon to Future Work in Medical Anthropology." Medical Anthropology Quarterly (n.s.) 1: 6-41; and Haimes, Erica (2003) “Embodied Spaces, Social Places and Bourdieu: Locating and Dislocating the Child in Family Relationships.” Body & Society 9(1):11-33.
Mar. 19 – Imaging and imagining the body in science, medicine and technology
Readings: Waldby, Catherine (1997) “The Body and the Digital Archive: the Visible Human Project and the Computerization of Medicine.” Health 1(2):227-244; Thacker, Eugene (1999) “Performing the Technoscientific Body:RealVideo Surgery and the Anatomy Theatre.” Body & Society 5(2-3):317-336; and either Hirschauer, Stefan (2006) “Animated Corpses: Communicating with Post Mortals in an Anatomical Exhibition.” Body & Society 12(4):25-52; or Lock, Margaret (2004) “Living Cadavers and the Calculation of Death.” Body & Society 10(2/3):135-152.
Mar. 26 - Imaging and imagining the body in film and media  
Readings: Rabkin, E. (1994) “The Male Body in Science Fiction.” Michigan Quarterly Review XXXIII(1):203-216; and Holland, Samantha (1995) “Descartes Goes to Hollywood: Body and Gender in Contemporary Cyborg Cinema.” Body & Society 1(3):157-174
 Film: Selection to be made by class.

Apr. 2 - Summary roundtable 

Martin, Emily  (1992) "The End of the Body?" American Ethnologist, February:120-138 [Reprinted in The Gender/Sexuality Reader: Culture, History, Political Economy, Roger Lancaster and Michaela di Leonardo, eds. Routledge, 1997]; and Williams, S.J. (2006) “Medical Sociology and the Biological Body: Where are We Now and Where Do We Go from Here.  Health 10(1)5-30.





